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) Thxscountryisengagedmawidapmdpost .
‘mortem on the government'’s failure to antici
-pate the course of events in Irap, but our intelli-
:gence problem now is not. in becoming alert to
- cbange in Iran, but in avoiding a similar insensi-
- :tivity to change in other countries. To a ‘special-
-ist on the Soviet Union, there are disturbing.
: parallels between our current efforts to under-
_. stand the Soviet. _Unmn and our earlier- intelli:

< The US. govemmentan joumahsm ave,
-_‘course, ‘had ‘2 greatdeal - of - contact: thh.
representatives .of  the dxssxdent movement-iny
' -Moscow. Eowev a- dxssuients tbemselvee :

The wntens a.pmfm;ora'z Duke Umversz

, _

have become very discmxraged about theu‘ own
*'chances for success, and contact with them' has
‘tled to the conviction that theSoviet: regime is’
unchangmc and unchangeable.in the: near. fu-} .

~  force for change in the Soviet- Union?: What it;
; there are forces within the Soviet estabhshmentw :
"itself. that have:the. potential-“of pro -

; major -evolution w1th.m ‘the Soviet Union?

o 1ithisisthe case; the United States will be'as.
surpnsed by-events as it-was in Iran. The sad'
‘factis that the US. government is. almoet totally

: unequipped to.assess long-term politicdl: deve-
;lopments within:the Soviet estabhshment;,'l'he

- American embassy in Moscow has only.four perol

'sons in the political’ section who study:intérnal ;
Sovxet developments; two of whom- concemrate
‘on Kremlmologxcal questions ‘and two- who basis|
cauy focus on the -Jewish'a and d dssxdent iques=| - -
’nons.ThemanfocusoftheCIApohh@.lmly, T

1'sis of tpe Scmet sysgem seems,- in: ‘practzce,

Lte to the morning news- briefmg of:the:p
, dent. -Hence,it, too; concentrates on ‘current af:
-.fairsand theu Lnknowable ahgnmentsvmhm the
Pohtburo.~ iy SEA
. Asa remlt, the. S. gove

tremely little attention to the wgorous de
" on policy options and on changes in the political
" system that are published in the Soviet Union.
*. For example;:the SovietJjournal dealing: withy
.- Latin America has carried most interesting and;
important debates on the future of Latin Amer-
* jea and on which. developments i that region
: the Soviet-Union:should support. It {s a'continu-
f *ing debate .with: iraportant: iinplications: for
\ \ Soviet views of.- -Asia, Africa and even-Europe.
_Yet, the-journal is almost.never. read (n the
- American emhassy in Moscow; and; so farasI| - -

. can tell, it is not-read anywhere in Lhe State De-
partment or C1A in Washington. ;.
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- discussions is worse. The Commerce Depart-

" - . 'penditures if the mte;getxonal satuauou were

: T-worse, we inevitably will be affecting: Soviet i

* "“any.awareness of the nature of the éffect.’In |

© -‘“middle-level politics worth studying and: that it

“The situation with respect to domestic policy.

 ment does a good job in following the debates|.
*’ that relate to'the growmg ‘Central’ A..xan popula-~
i-tion. But no one.is trying to: map out.the eco-
*'nomic debate as a'whole and the positions of the-
":major:institutional actors in“it—=and this at- a
time when Soviet policy intellectuals are giving{ -
‘eriormous attention.to the unphcauomi of thes
‘labor shortage impending in the 1980s. iy - =8
Indeed, although almost ail- the ma]or Soviet
:economists are loudly arguing ‘for greater wage:
{“differentials:and a-reversal. of the long trend.
“toward wage: egalitarianism,’; a great many .re-
sponsxble Americans ate eonvmced.* that..the.
L Brezhnev era has featured a growth in the rela~ :
nve prmlege .of the elite: Hence we do’noteven
“know one of the most elemental and basic facts
about the nature-of the Soviet economic prob-
.lem, and we have no awareness of the resuiting|" -
;pressures for.major reductions in. mmtary ex-4

mere apprapnate. o
--:The time-to improve our intelhgence opera~
txons is not after the disaster, but before.. Re:
‘form in Russia has traditionally come from the
Jop, .but .leaders’. actions.care. :normally. in-.
; fluenced by their apparatus and the currents of
&opmmn among the policy intelligentsia. If wedo-
Lot know, what those persens are saying (often-
qmte openly), we will continue to-be blind to |-
.major ‘currents for . change that exist. Even |

i temal developments: by .our:, policies: without {

-fact, leading liberals within the Soviet establish-]
: ment msxst'thatAmencan poh has been seri-_u

L LAt

Wi . :
trymg to-find out about the Soviet Union;’ xLi.w
bsolutely inexcusable that we know'as little as<
; ‘we do-aboutiits. politics. It is'éven more inéxcus-3
% able.and.dangerous that.our; .ideological: blind-
ers’lead us to.smugly assume .that there.is no.:

£ cannot have an- impact on the guture. It: was

ki standmg in- Iran.
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